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Access to offshore wind farms

• Technologies, installations and 
vessels

• Organisation
• Experiences from Horns Reef. 



Fast Rescue Boat



Larger transfer vessel



Alternative Vessel
SWATH



SWATH



Wave run up



Storm 1/11 2002



Storm 8/1 2005



Weather limits Horns Reef, 
access from the sea

• Max Wave height measured:
• Annually average
• Max wave height for access:
• Time of year without access 

from the sea.
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Helicopter hoist



Heli-hoist platform



Weather limits Horns Reef, 
access from the air

• VFR Daylight
• Visibility:
• Cloud base:
• No icing or lightning
• Time of year without access 

from the air:

5 km
500 f

c 10 %



Organisation offshore

• Flexibility – The weather controls 
activities

• Adapted techniques and methods
• Available resources
• Planning – safe work



Horns Reef, 14/12-04 – 28/1-05



Horns Reef, 14/12-04 – 23/1-05



Limitation of access

The weather!



Increase availability by:
•Proper planning
•Knowledge of errors before departure
•Bring right tools and spare parts
•Enough skilled technicians
•Consider working hours in the 
planning
•Maintain communication



The end


