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With today’s ambitious plans for utilisation of offshore waters for expansion of wind energy
production facilities one would think that all existing data regarding the environmental impact of
such projects would be in demand. Surprisingly, this does not seem to be the case. On the other
hand project after project seems to have an urge to generate their own results, regardless of
existing knowledge. What makes this seem even more obscure is that some of the proposed
projects are situated in the same marine environments, use the same investigation methods
(regarded as best practice) and study the effects on the exact same species. While biological
species do not worry about national boundaries, apparently politicians, developers, planners and
other authorities do.

This kind of thinking has severely slowed down the process of bringing up the planned wind energy
capacity in marine environments. This is not about developers not owing up to their environmental
responsibilities, it is about avoiding duplication of knowledge — the resources set aside for
environmental monitoring should focus on concerns and effects that have not already been
investigated and thereby help the entire industry to move forward by lifting the accumulated
knowledge. As the situation is at present, a lot of precious time and money is spent on
investigations of known effects.

It is important that the granting authorities have the courage to take the environmental studies to
the next level and in the permits are aware of existing knowledge. It is always recommendable to
screen a proposed wind project development area for existing habitats, but the findings should
subsequently be related to the effect studies already undertaken regarding the species in question,
where such studies exist.

In order to make generalisation it is important that existing knowledge is pooled together and
analysed strategically in order to make future strategies for the effort for environmental studies.



