
Closing Remarks

Robi Robichaud
National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

September 2, 2010



BLM Lands

The BLM manages more Federal 
land than any other agency –
about 245 million surface acres as 
well as 700 million sub-surface 
acres of mineral estate.

The BLM manages 20.6 million acres of 
public lands with wind potential in 11 
western states.
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NREL Screening 
Process

All BLM lands :
• Wind resource: >=  
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• Within 25 miles of 
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• BLM compatible land 
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NREL Screening 
Process

All BLM, Forest 
Service & Native 
American lands :
• Wind resource: >=  

Class 3
• Within 25 miles of 

69-345kV 
transmission lines

• Within 50 miles of 
major roads

• BLM compatible land 
use



BLM  Planning 
Units of 
greatest 
interest to 
developers 
based on wind 
resource



The BLM has approved 29 wind development projects 
with an installed capacity of 437 MW.

Wind authorizations in effect, by year:
FY 07 – 26 development, 132 site testing
FY 08 – 28 development, 164 site testing
FY 09 – 29 development, 184 site testing
FY 10 – 29 development, 167 site testing

The BLM has identified 7 wind fast-track projects that 
could be approved by the end of 2010 - combined 
potential capacity of 800 MW

BLM – Progress to date

EPAct Goal – 10,000 MW – unknown % of wind



Question:  Do you want a wind turbine on the ridge?

Energy Choices & Tradeoffs 

Better Question:  Where do you want 
your next power plant?  

And what kind of power plant should it be?



Energy Choices & Tradeoffs 



Where are all the 
nuclear power 

plants??

Energy Choices
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http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/00560.jpg�
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How many MW are possible?

Acres ÷ MW/Acre = MW

26,000,000 ÷ 100 = 260,000

26,000,000 ÷ 50 = 520,000



Carpe Ventem

www.windpoweringamerica.gov
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